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technology incubator, which to date has 
awarded more than $28 million to 44 compa-
nies, the FabLab, an innovative ‘‘makerspace’’ 
and the SMART Center for Microsystems and 
sensor technology. 

Since Dr. Church’s time at LCCC, its trans-
formation is and has been ahead of its time. 
In President Obama’s last visit to LCCC—he 
visited the college twice—he spoke of the 
need for community colleges to become com-
munity career centers, so people who are 
looking for a new job or a better-paying job 
can learn the skills that businesses need right 
now. That is what Dr. Church has done: he 
has helped create and lead one of the nation’s 
premiere institutions, always with a root and 
focus on the student and academics, but 
mindful of its true role and responsibility. ‘‘As 
the community’s college, we serve all . . . 
students, companies, organizations, resi-
dents,’’ Dr. Church once said. ‘‘We are a re-
source for the entire community.’’ 

It is difficult to estimate how many lives Dr. 
Church has touched—how many single moth-
ers relying on an affordable education to pro-
vide a better life for their children—how many 
laid-off steelworkers who were retrained to 
once again have an opportunity to work—how 
many companies and business startups that 
created new and good-paying jobs—how 
many first generation college students were 
given the opportunity to climb out of poverty? 

Mr. Speaker, it is my distinct honor and 
pleasure today, to pay tribute to a visionary 
leader and community partner, Dr. Roy 
Church, and join the tens of thousands who 
thank him for his service and commitment to 
our community. 
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HAILEY INNES 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 26, 2016 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Hailey Innes 
for receiving the Adams County Mayors and 
Commissioners Youth Award. 

Hailey Innes is an 8th grader at Moore Mid-
dle School and received this award because 
her determination and hard work have allowed 
her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Hailey 
Innes is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Hailey Innes for winning the Adams County 
Mayors and Commissioners Youth Award. I 
have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 
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HONORING STAN KELLY 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 26, 2016 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives and resi-

dents of the District of Columbia to join me in 
celebrating Stan Kelly and his lifetime achieve-
ments in the ballroom dance community over 
the past 60 years. Mr. Kelly is a proud and 
distinguished lifelong resident of Ward 4 in the 
District of Columbia. 

Mr. Kelly’s career as a ballroom dance in-
structor started in the District of Columbia at 
the Dunbar Dance Studio in the 1950s. Mr. 
Kelly combined his passion for the arts and an 
eye for business, founding his own dance stu-
dio—the Stan Kelly Dance Studio. It was the 
first African-American owned ballroom dance 
studio in the District of Columbia, which was 
located at 1867 Kalorama Road NW. Mr. Kelly 
would also make weekly appearances on 
Channel 5’s (WTTG-TV) Capitol Caravan tele-
vision show, as well as entertaining and edu-
cating the public about ballroom dance as the 
host of Saturday night mambo sessions at the 
Caravan Ballroom. Mr. Kelly and his wife, 
Norma, are both currently members of the 
Banneker Ballroom Dance Club, where Mr. 
Kelly served as an accomplished instructor for 
nine years. 

Mr. Kelly’s work has been instrumental in 
exposing Washingtonians to modern dance 
forms. Through his life’s work, Mr. Kelly has 
contributed to the heartbeat of this city, help-
ing to make the District of Columbia one of the 
great cultural centers of the world. His love for 
the arts and passion for sharing it with others 
serve as an example to us all. 

In coordination with the Friends of Stan 
Kelly Celebration Committee, Mr. Kelly will be 
honored at Gallaudet University on Sunday, 
May 15, 2016. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House, residents of 
the District of Columbia and all lovers of the 
arts, to please join me in celebrating Stan 
Kelly’s legacy in the dance community. 
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HONORING MOUND BAYOU PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 26, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable edu-
cational institution, the Mound Bayou Public 
School District in Mound Bayou, Mississippi. 

The early settlers in Mound Bayou recog-
nized the value of education in building a com-
munity. Early in 1888, I.T. Montgomery and 
his sister, Virginia Montgomery, began holding 
classes for children in his home. This school 
developed into the Mound Bayou Public 
School. Ms. Montgomery, the first principal, 
served until 1896. During the early years 
school was held in the first church, Green 
Grove, now First Baptist. Rev. J.L. Brandfort 
succeeded Virginia Montgomery as principal. 
As joint principals Professor R.J. Jarrett con-
tinued the school in Green Grove, while Pro-
fessor James Wilson held classes in Bethel 
A.M.E. Church. Mrs. Gertrude Jones Bryant 
became the principal in 1904 and served until 
1915. A local Board of Trustees ran the 
school, but it was responsible to a county 
board that was not so willing to appropriate 
money for the school, even though this school 
had an enrollment of 200 by 1910. 

In 1892, Montgomery and Green donated a 
tract of land for educational purposes, ‘‘de-

signed to supplement the inadequate cur-
riculum of the public schools’’. The Mound 
Bayou Normal and Industrial Institute was built 
on this tract of land, with the assistance of the 
American Missionary Association. The school 
was largely supported by tuition but continued 
to receive some financial assistance from the 
American Missionary Association, which was 
responsible for providing the first principal and 
teacher, Mrs. Annie Randolph. The second 
principal was Miss Mary E. Crump, who was 
succeeded by Miss Minnie S. Washington. A 
complete high school course was added under 
the leadership of Professor B.F. Ousley. Voca-
tional instruction in music and domestic arts 
and science was offered. Professor Ousley 
served as principal for a period of 16 years. 
Upon his resignation, Professor F.M. Roberts 
became principal and was assisted by Pro-
fessor Robert Ross. 

In 1912, while working with Booker T. 
Washington, Montgomery and Charles Bank 
secured a $1000 donation from Julius Rosen-
wald to build a school. Andrew Carnegie was 
persuaded to donate $4000 for the construc-
tion of a library. Booker T. Washington said 
that Mound Bayou was ‘‘not merely a town, 
but at the same time and in a very real sense 
of the word, a school. It is not only a place 
where a Negro may get inspiration . . . but a 
place, also, where he has the opportunity to 
learn some of the fundamental duties and re-
sponsibilities of social and civic life.’’ 

In 1920 all of the public schools in the vicin-
ity of Mound Bayou and the Mound Bayou 
Normal and Industrial Institute consolidated to 
form the Mound Bayou Consolidated Public 
School and County Training School. A local 
Board of Trustees administered the school 
with responsibility to the County Super-
intendent of Education. The members of the 
first Board were I.T. Montgomery, Chairman, 
B.W. Bryan and John W. Francis. The second 
Board included B.A. Green, Chairman, D.J. 
Hill, T.S. Morris, John Tharpe, Sr., Rev. Jim 
Jones, and P.M. Smith. 

The three-story brick structure was com-
pleted and the first classes started in 1921. It 
was located in Mound Bayou on about four 
acres of land. It served an area of thirty 
square miles with 16 classrooms and an audi-
torium with a seating capacity of 700. The av-
erage annual enrollment was 850. Classes 
were held nine months a year. This building 
served all the students of Mound Bayou and 
the surrounding vicinities until 1960, when I.T. 
Montgomery Elementary School was erected. 
The three-story brick building, Mound Bayou 
High School, was closed in the fall of 1964, 
when a new building, John F. Kennedy Memo-
rial High School, was opened. 

Principals who served the Bolivar County 
Training School were J.H. Moseley, J.H. Pow-
ell, A.R. Taylor, C.M. Green, Mrs. Olevia 
Holmes-Ryles, Richard Williams, Mrs. Richard 
Williams, Rev. Hardin, and B.T. Johnson. B.T. 
Johnson was the last administrator designated 
as a principal for the Bolivar County Training 
School. Mr. Calvin J. Jones was selected as 
the first superintendent of Bolivar County 
School District Number Six, following a county 
reorganization, after the 1954 Supreme Court 
decision overruling the practice of segregation 
in public schools. Others who have served as 
district superintendent are Arthur Holmes, 
Jimmy Langdon, Shelton Wilder, Linder 
Howze-Campbell, Linda Perry Robinson, and 
William Crockett. Principals who have served 
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the elementary school since the county reor-
ganization include Ruth Scott, O.W. Howard, 
Samuel McGee, Arthur Jackson, Arthur 
Holmes, Jr., Legora M. Norwood, Joe Jen-
nings, Sammy Armstrong, Linda Perry Robin-
son, Willie E. Norwood, Sr., and Johnnie Vick. 
Montresia Cain is the current elementary 
school principal. Principals who have served 
the High School are A.L. Moore, Sr., Willie 
Gates, Eltea Lambert, Robert Latham, Shelton 
Wilder, Jackie Campbell, Dr. I.D. Thompson, 
and Dr. Wanda C. Stringer. Shaneequa Beal 
is the current high school principal. Mound 
Bayou Public School District was merged with 
North Bolivar School District in July, 2014, 
forming the new North Bolivar Consolidated 
School District. Mr. Johnnie Vick is the current 
Superintendent. 

Mound Bayou has a rich and strong edu-
cational history. It has had and continues to 
have dedicated administrators and teachers. 
The students demonstrate the ability to 
achieve at all levels, and graduates compete, 
globally, in a wide cadre of professional fields. 
The Mound Bayou Public School System was 
definitely a successful educational organiza-
tion. It is anticipated to have a continued high 
level of achievement for the students at I.T. 
Montgomery Elementary School and John F. 
Kennedy Memorial High School. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing an extraordinary educational in-
stitution the Mound Bayou Public School Dis-
trict. 
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JOAL MARTINEZ 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 26, 2016 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Joal Martinez 
for receiving the Adams County Mayors and 
Commissioners Youth Award. 

Joal Martinez is a 10th grader at Vantage 
Point High School and received this award be-
cause his determination and hard work have 
allowed him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Joal Mar-
tinez is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Joal 
Martinez for winning the Adams County May-
ors and Commissioners Youth Award. I have 
no doubt he will exhibit the same dedication 
and character in all of his future accomplish-
ments. 
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HONORING THE MACEDONIA 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 

HON. ANDY BARR 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 26, 2016 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor a 
very special church in the Central Kentucky 
Area. Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church, 
located in Keene, Kentucky, was organized in 

February of 1867. This year they will celebrate 
their sesquicentennial with one hundred and 
fifty years of ministry. 

The original members of this church first 
worshipped as a part of a white congregation 
at Mount Pleasant Church. As they desired to 
form a church of their own, a committee of 
black members was formed. The church held 
its first services in a one room log cabin which 
also served as a school. The present building 
was constructed in 1874. 

Over the last one hundred and fifty years, 
the church has grown physically with additions 
and upgrades of the buildings. Macedonia 
Missionary Baptist Church has been pastored 
by many fine ministers, starting with Rev. 
Peter Johnson in 1867 and leading to today’s 
pastor, Rev. Reginald C. Davis. Many lives 
have been changed by the ministry of the pas-
tors and the members of this church. 

Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church has 
been called one of the best rural churches in 
Kentucky. As they celebrate this historic one 
hundred and fifty year anniversary, they con-
tinue their ministry to worship and serve God 
through Jesus Christ. I am proud to have vis-
ited the church and I am honored to recognize 
the historic Macedonia Missionary Baptist 
Church before the United States House of 
Representatives. 
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HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE PRINCE WILLIAM 
COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF FIRE 
AND RESCUE 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 26, 2016 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to acknowledge the achievements and the 
50th anniversary of the Prince William County 
Department of Fire and Rescue. In January of 
1966, Prince William County hired its first paid 
firefighter, Phil Ponder. Ponder was the first of 
what is now over 600 Fire & Rescue per-
sonnel. 

Prince William County holds a number of 
records such as the first jurisdiction on the 
east coast to implement a 911 system and the 
first jurisdiction in the state and national cap-
ital region to implement a physical agility exam 
for career firefighters. In addition to those 
achievements, the department hired the first 
female fire chief of a metropolitan-sized de-
partment. 

I had the pleasure of meeting with Prince 
William County Department of Fire and Res-
cue Chief Kevin McGee recently where we 
talked about how the Department has evolved. 
Chief McGee always challenges his team to 
be on the cutting edge of firefighting and 
emergency rescue. Time and again Prince 
William County Fire and Rescue personnel 
have used their skills not only to help the peo-
ple of Prince William County but also the citi-
zens of Northern Virginia and beyond at their 
time in need. 

Over the years, Prince William County Fire 
and Rescue has assisted with incidents like 
the 9/11 attacks on the Pentagon and with 
rescue efforts following Hurricane Katrina. 
Today, the department has 555 uniformed and 
60 civilian staff providing service around the 
clock. It is one of three jurisdictions in the 

Commonwealth with a delegated training au-
thority for the Virginia Department of Fire Pro-
grams and is a partner in the National Capital 
Region Incident Management Team. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I would like to ac-
knowledge the achievements of the Prince 
William County Department of Fire and Res-
cue over the last 50 years and thank all of the 
staff, both past and present, for protecting the 
lives and property of the region. I offer sincere 
gratitude for their service to the community, 
the Commonwealth, and the nation over the 
past 50 years and know that high quality serv-
ice will be engrained in the Prince William 
County Department of Fire and Rescue for 
generations to come. 
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HONORING MELVIN V. PRIESTER 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 26, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Councilman Melvin V. 
Priester, Jr., who is a proud alum of Murrah 
High School (valedictorian, class of 1997). In 
2001, Councilman Priester graduated from 
Harvard College magna cum laude with a de-
gree in social studies. Councilman Priester 
wrote his honors thesis on the use of religion 
by progressive political activists. While at Har-
vard, Mr. Priester was active: in the Black Stu-
dents’ Association and student government; 
he was a jazz DJ at WHRB; and he served as 
a research assistant for then, director of the 
Children’s Studies Program, Kiku Adatto. 

Concilman Priester obtained his juris doc-
torate from Stanford Law School in 2004. 
While at Stanford, Councilman Priester was a 
member of the board of the Stanford Tech-
nology Law Review and participated in Stan-
ford’s civil rights clinic under noted scholar, 
Michelle Alexander, and the cyber law legal 
clinic under internet privacy activist, Jennifer 
Granick. Upon graduating from law school and 
until he joined Jackson’s Priester Law Firm in 
2008, Councilman Priester was a litigation as-
sociate in the San Francisco office of Morrison 
& Foerster LLP, where he advised clients in fi-
nancial services, intellectual property, and 
governmental investigations. Councilman 
Priester has done pro bono and volunteer 
work for clients including: the Innocence 
Project of Northern California, the North Mid-
town Art Center, and numerous indigent cli-
ents. 

At Priester Law Firm, a family firm, which 
has been opened since 1988, Councilman 
Priester represents a diverse set of clients in 
business litigation, governmental affairs, real 
estate, personal injury law, family law, and 
medical malpractice. Since 2011, Councilman 
Priester has been a regional producer for the 
Figment Arts Festival 
(www.figmentproject.org), a nationwide arts 
festival with significant events in New York 
City, Boston, Detroit, Jackson, Washington, 
D.C., and Pittsburg. 

Councilman Priester is licensed to practice 
law in Mississippi and California. He is a 
member of the Charles Clark Inns of Court, 
the American Bar Association, the Magnolia 
Bar Association, and the Capital Area Bar As-
sociation. 

In 2013, Councilman Priester graduated 
from the Mississippi Black Leadership Insti-
tute. He is a proud member of New Hope 
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